o™i QWIp QAR DYPIR
Even after death the righteous live on

SUMMER 1986

k- 2~ I~ by B =
1% Sy M o3n ol

RABBI MOSES ZEVULUN MARGOLIES

‘“THE RAMAZ'"
18511936

THE FIFTIETH YAHRZEIT
7 ELUL
THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 11, 1986
' 4:30 PM.



RABBIS CALI ON PRESIDENT. Rabbi Meyer Margolis, of New
York, standing with President Coolidge at a reception as rabbis
from all over the world, in convention at Washington, called at

the White House to pay their respects to Mr. Coolidge.
Herald Tribune Photo—Acme




50TH YAHRZEIT OF RABBI MOSES ZEVULUN MARGOLIES
TO BE COMMEMORATED BY

CONGREGATION KEHILATH JESHURUN and RAMAZ SCHOOL

Thursday, September 11, the 7th of Elul
Memorial Program to be Held in Main Synagogue at 4:30 P.M.

Dear Members of the K.J./Ramaz Community:

On Thursday, September 11, at 4:30 in the afternoon, corresponding to the 7th day of Elul, we will gather
together in the Main Synagogue in observance of the 50th yahrzeit of my great-grandfather, Rabbi Moses Zevulun
Margolies, after whom the Ramaz School was named. He died on Tuesday, August 25, 1936. Approximately
one year later, at the beginning of September 1937, the doors of the Ramaz School were opened for the first time.
The school was founded by my father, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, in memory of his grandfather by marriage.
As you will see from the contents of this Bulletin, and as you will hear through the program on September 1i,
Ramaz, like KJ, is very much a mirror image of this extraordmary man.

The program on September 11 will begin with Mincha services, lead by a great great-grandson of the RaMaZ,
Steven J. Schacter, class of 1968. It will continue with a presentation by Prof. Jeffrey Gurock, class of 1967 who
will present a curriculum vita of the RaMaZ, an extraordinary picture of the wide-ranging influence of this great
personality.

Four graduates of Ramaz — Danielle Gorlin Lassner, ’55, Stephen R. Gross, ’64, Mindy Lookstein Cin-
namon, “79 (another great great-grandchild) and Joshua Roclilin, ’84 — and a senior student currently at the school
— Jeffrey B. Kobrin — will give brief presentations explaining what it has meant to them to go to a school that
was fashioned in the image of Rabbi Margolies.

The program will conclude with a shiur by the Rosh Kollel at Yeshiva University, Rabbi Herschel Schachter,
on the subject Torah and Toras Chesed —An Inquiry into the Purpose of Learning Torah. We expect that the pro-
gram will conclude before 6:00 d'clock.

In this special mémorial issue of the Bulletin you will find material which will give you something of an
idea about the impact which my great-grandfather had not alone on our community but on the wider Jewish world.
A careful reading will explain why KJ and Ramaz are the kind of institutions they are and why my father, of bless-
ed memory, was the kind of extraordinary rabbinic personality he was.

Probably the most precious part of this Bulletin is the presentation here for the first time of a chapter from
my father’s unfinished autobiography (entitled “God Owes Me Nothing™) which describes Rabbi Margolies and
the relationship that my father had with him. Read it; learn from it; laugh along with my father as he recalls
the exceptional wit of this great Torah sage; and finally, weep along with me as you read some of the most poig-
nant chapters in his life. I am grateful that the opportunity has come along which warrants the publication of
this chapter at this time.

1 wish 1 could share with you some of my own personal recollections about Rabbi Margohes My father always
told me that I was very close to him but I was only four years old when he passed away and I have no recollections
of the relationship. All I can say is that as I read more and more about him I understand more and more what
all of our obligations are as we work together in the American Jewish community.

Let me close with a recollection given to me just the other day by Mrs. Harry Freundlich who grew up in
this community and who remembers Kol Nidre night at KJ when she was but four or five years old. Gazing at
this patriarchal personality, robed in his white kittle, with a high white yarmulka on his head and with his flowing
beard, she remembers pointing him out to her mother and saying: “Is that God there?” - '

What a beautiful memory about a man who practiced the highest priority of Judaism: imitatio Dei— trymg
to be as much like God as our human nature will allow. As Ramaz begins its 50th year celebration and as the
congregation enters its 115th year, we can say with gratitude that what my great-grandfather left behind was a
heritage to which we are faithful and to which we pledge our continued strength and resolve to learn Torah, to
love all Jews and to practice acts of chesed.

1 hope you will join us on the llth. |
Very cordially yours,

Haskel Lookstein
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RABBI MARGOLIES
DIES OF PNEUHONIA

Dean ‘of Orthodox Synagogue

Heads, 85, Zionist Leader
.and Jewish Educator.

FOUNDER OF RELIEF GR&UP

Rose From Sickbed in 1933 to
Address Meeting of Protest
Against Anti-Semitiam.

' Special to THt NEW Yorx Trezs,

EELMAR, N, J., Aug. 25—The

Rev. Moses 8. Margolies, dean of

the grthodox rabbis in North Amer- -

& and head of the Xehilath
Jeshurun Synagogue of New York,
died at the Carlton Hotpl here
shorily after 5 A. M. today. He
became seriously ill of pneumonia
a week ago. His age was 85.

His wife, a son, Hyman Mar-
golies of New York, and a daughter,
‘Mrs, Ida Newman of Newark, N. J.,
were at the bedside when he died.

Funeral services will be held to-
morrow morning at the Kehilath
Jeshurun Synagogue, Eighty-fifth
?:u:;b -near Park Avenue, New

or] :

Spohi at Pretest Mecting

Pailing health after he reached
the age of 80 did not diminish the
active participation of Rabbi Moses
S. Margolies in Jewish sftrirs.
Anti-Semitism in Germany moved

binats in this country, he brooght
the audience of 20,000 to its feet
-as he pronounced a prayer in He-
brew asking. that the persecutions
cease and that the hearts of the

No religious or cultural actwlty
hers or abroad ‘'was foreign to the
scops o.‘. Rabhi Margolies's. inter-
est. His chief objective was the

establishment and expansion of in- -

stitutions  of Jewish learning
- throughout.the world, and he was

one of the first to recogmize .the
- necessity of combining reiigious and
:xecw knowledge in these institu-
I 0TS, -

Rabbi Margolies was born in
Kroza, Russia, in April, 1851. His
rabbinical iraining was obtained in
the yeshivas of Kroza and Bialys-
tok. At the age of 26 he became
= rabbi in Sloboda, where he served
antil he was called to Boston in
1889 #s chief rabhbi of the Orthodox

. community thera,

Came to New York in 1808

. In 1908 ke came ic New York to
#iH the pulpit of Congregation Kehi-
lath Jeshurun, 117 East Eighty-
Iifth Streef, one of tha largest and
most influeniial Orthodox congre-
gationa in- the country, He con-
tinued to serve as rabbi there until
his death, aithough in recent years
most of the actual dufies of the
post devolved on his grandson,
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, who
was associate rabbi of the congre-
gation,

For many years president of the
Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the
United States and Carada, Rabbi
Margolies took a leading part in
most Jewish movements. At his
death he was honorary president
of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis
and of Yeshiva College, which he
di@ much to build.

He was founder and honorary
chairman of the Central REelief
Committee, which was merged later
into the American Jewish Joint Dis-

- tribifion Committee. He was chair-

man of the Rabbinical Board of
New York, head of the board of
education of the Uptown Talmud
Torah and a director of the Rabbi
Jacob Joseph School and of the
Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant

- Ald Sceiety.

A pioneer Zionist, he was actlve
in the Mizrachi, the Orthoedox Zion-
ist Organiza.tion of America. He
orgahized the supervisory system
under which kosher meat was dis-
tributed in this city and, in cooper-
ation with other Jewish leaders, he
founded the Kehillah here.

Former Head of Yeshiva Collége

His concern with problems of Jew-
ish education led him to seek the
organization of the secular high
school depariment of the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theclogical Semi-
nary, out of which grew Yeshiva
College. He was president of the
college and seminary for several
years.

Many Institutions in Palestine
held his interest. More than 1,000
trees were planted in his honor

' there. A special tract, known as

the Ramaz Forest, was established
and friends, acting through the
Jewish National Fund, contributed
to the tree planting. The name was
taken from the word ’‘rabbi” in
conjunction - with Mr. Margolies's

Aasociated Press Photo,
RABBI M. S. MARGOLIES

Among ‘the Institutlons In Jeru-
salem which he served as chairman
wers the United Charities, the
Kneseth Israel, the Diskin Orphan
Asylumi, the United Home for the
Aged and the Rabbinical College
Torah Chayim. He was also treas-
urer for many yeshivas in Poland
and Lithuania,

Rabbi Margolies had four chil-
dren by his first wife, who died in
1912, A daughter, Mrs, Eitg
Schlang, died in 1932, and a son,
Rabbi Sazmuel Margolies of Cleve-
land, died in 1918, The aurviving
childrén are Mrs. Ida Newman of
Newark and Hyman Margolles of
this c¢ity. There are twelve grand-
children and three great-grandchil-
dren.
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400 RABBIS ATTEND
MARGOLIES SERVICE

1,500 Mourners in Synagogue
as Thousands Jam Strect
at His Funeral.

GRARDSON SPEAKS EULOGY

Dr. Revel of Yeshiva College
Praises Crthodox Dean’s
Work for Education.

®More than 1,500 mourners attend-
ed the funeral services yesterday
afternoon for the Rev. Moses S.
BMargolies, dean of the orthodox
rabbis 0f America, at the Kehilath
Jeshurun Synagogue of New York,
117 East Eighty-fitth Sirveet, The
rabbi, who had been the head of
this congregation for thirty years,
died Tuesday zi Belmar, N. J., at
the age of 85.

Long before the services the
ecrowd began to gather in the syn-
agogue, filling every seat and the
aisles. Other thousands lined the
atreets. They were handled by siz-
teen patrolmen from the Bast Six-
ty-seventh Sirset station. There
were 400 rabbis among the mourn-
ers, some of whom had come here
from the Middle West and New
England.

Shortly before 1 P. 34. Rabbi Mar-
golies’s body, in a plain pine coffin,
was carried to fhe synagogue from
his home, 108 HBast Eighty-fifth
Sireet, across the street, and placed
before the aliar. The pallbearers
were rabbis and members of the
Board of trustees of the congrega-
tion. Robert R, Fingeroth, cantor
of the congregation, chanied the
Bervices.

" FBulogies were delivered by the
Rev, Joseph H. Lookstein, grand-
son of Rabbi Margolies and asso-
ciate rabbi of the Kehilath Jeshu-
ryn Synagogue; Rabbi Joseph Kan-
owitz, president of the TUnilen of
Orthodox Rabbis of the United
States and Canada, and Dr. Ber-
pard Revel, dean of Yeshiva Col-
lege. The latter, speaking of thelate
r=bbi as a distinguished scholar,
gaid:

+'Rabbi Isaac and Elchanan Theo-
Isgical Seminary would never have

- heen able to exist were it not for
Rabbi Margolies's efforts.’”

GOVERNOR
PRAISES RABBI

American Jewish Congress Pays
Tribute to His Work.

The American Jewish Congress,
In a telegram signed by Nathan D.
Perlman, acting president, sent con-
dolences yasterday to the family of
the Rev. Bfoses 5. Margolies, say-
ing that '“the spirii of his deeds will
live on in the Jewish congregation.”
Among other tributes were:
Governor HERBERT 5. LEHMAN

—I have just learned with wvery

deep sorrow of the passing of my

friend Rabbi Margolies. His use-

-ful and beautifu]l life will long
- serve as an inspiration to thoge

whe are fortunate enough to have

known him. His deep learning,
his unwavering faith and his no-
pility of spirit will always remain
as an example to those of our

Taith and {c others with whom he

came into contact.

FELIX M. WARBURG—During the
many years I had the privilege of
worKing with him I learned to ap-
preciate his splendid qualities ag

- peaceful, wise leader of hia peo-
ple, He was broadminded in his
views and wise in his counsel. He
wilt be sadly missed,

Rabbi Lookstein said that the two
outstanding trajts of his grand-
father were his passion for learn-
ing and his tolerance.

*The former made him one of the
maost prolific Jewish students in the
Iand, whe no less than thirty-eight
times begann =snd completed the
Taimud,” ha said. °“The latier vir-

tue made him ope of the most Iib- -

eral interpreters of Jewish law,
seeking always to malic the Torah
the law of life for the Jew.”

- Rabbhl Xaznowils, saying that
Rabbi Margolies was the father
and provider of the students and
-institutions in Furope snd Pales-
Hine during the distressing years
after the war, added:

. “European and Palestine ortho-

“dox Jews have logt their father.
+They gre now orphans.”
After the orthodox services, the

body, escorted by thirty cars and
8 motor cycle police escort, was
taken to Mount Carmel Cemetery,
" Cypress Hills, L. 1., for burial.

Among the motirners were Semuel
Levy,. Borough President of Man-
hattan; Judge Jonah J. Goldstein
of the Court of General Sessions;
Magistrates Samuel M. Katz and
"Kathan D. Perlman and many Jew-
ish civic and business leaders,

TRIBUTES BY
LEADING JEWS

Waork and Personzlity of Rabbi
Margolies Are Praised,

Jewish leaders in the clty joined
yesterday in praising the work of
Rabbi Moges S. Margolies, Among
the tributes were:

Dr. BERNARD REVEI, President-
of the Facuity of Yeshiva (ollege
—Dr. Margolies was a recognized
and revered leader of the Amer-
jean Orthodox rabbinate, He was
a unigue spiritual personality.
RMaster of the entire field of Jew-
ish lore and law, he dedicated his
life to the dissemination of Jew-
igh learning and fdealism and was
g great force for God and good,
for selflessnesa and spirituality in
the life of the Jewish community
in this Jand.

Rabbl HERBERT 8. GOLDSTEIN,
Honorary President of the Union
¢f Orthedox Jewish Congregs-
tiogs of Americe—Rabbl Mar.
gnlies wag akove all'a great au-
thority on Jewish law, which en-
abled him to-be a liberal jnter-
preter of it. He was not a clois-
tered scholar, but a friend o all
who sought his aid.

Eorough President SAMURL
-—The sense of personal loss sus-
tained threugh the passing of my
revered Tebbi and teachesr istran-

scended by the loss to American
Israel and world Jewry. Though
hig supreme contribution was to

.the cause of Jewish learning in
this land and everywhere, he ney-
ertbheiess gave of his spirit and

leadership {o every cause for the
welfare of Israel, He was the un-
crowned head of Orthodox Jewry.

Rabbi J. L. HORCWITZ, President

of the Descendants of Rashi Asso-
ciation—Hes was the most noble
mak i American Jewish life and
his kind cannot be duplicated.
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF, Presi-
. demt of the Federation for the
Support of“Jewish Philanthropic
' Bocieties of New York—New York
bas lost 2 great religious and com-
munel leader. He was influential
in the philanthropic life of the
community, His counsel and
Zuidance will be greatly missed,
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MARGOLIES—Rabhl Moses 8., devated
hushend of Ida Braz Margoles and dear
father of Ida Newman, Hyman, the late
Rabbi Solomon Margolies and the late
Etta Schlang. Funeral services will be
held in the Synagogue of Conglegation
Hehilath_Jeshurun, 117 E. 8&h &t., ta-
day, 1. P. M.

MARGOLIES~Rabbl Moses 8. Ths mem-
bers of Congregation HKehilath Jeshurun
atand with bowed heads and heavy he&rts
at the loas of their beioved and revered
Rabbi, universally recognized as the Dean
of the Orthodox Rabbinhate of America.

For thirty yeargz he ministered in our
midat, giving va bountifully of his deep
learning, inspiring us by the nohilty of
his spirit and sustzining us by his pro-
found understanding and unfailing sym-
pathy, For thirty years we drank in
thirst his words of guidance, seeing all
the whiie the greater vision of Judalsm
and recognizing through his teaching that
in our anclent faith, uncompromised =nd
unadulterated, :les the salvation of lsrael.

A prince of the Torah was our guide,
& scien of the sages and prophets was sur
leader, Our deepest tribute to him is the
pledge that the ideals he implanted in us
and the principles of Judaism ihet he
repressnted, we shall cherleh  eternally.

Ana the whole house of lsrael shall be-
wail the irreparable losa.

Funeral services wlil be held today, 1
P. .. in our synaxopus, 117 Eazx 5ith
St. Members are requested to allend.

FREDERICK MARGARETEN,
President.
HERBERT J, ROEDER,
Acting President.
CEQORGE JACORBS, Sceretary.

MARGOLYES—Rabb! Moses 8. The Sister-
hocd of Kehilath Jeshurun jolns with the

entire Cengregation and with &l of -

Israel in mourning the death of our greal
Rsabbi, Eis kindly and radi{znt personality
made of our aynagogue not only 8 house
of worship., but also & home in which
wartmth and friendship reigned jmpres-
stvely. Fuoneral services will be hald to-
day, 1 P. M., in our synagogue, 117 k.
85th 8t. Membars are requested io atiend,
Mrg. JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN,
Presldent.
Mra, EDWARD BERNARD, Secretary.

MARGOLIXS~Rabbl Moger 8, The Men's
Club of Kehilath Jeshurun mourns the
prasing of the great and esteemed Rabbi
of our <congregation, Hjs patriarchal
presence and ealntly personallty enriched
otir Jives snd roade our hearts more Egnsi-
tive to the abiding iruths of Israel™r faith.
Hla aplrit will never depart from pur
memoriea.  Funeral services wlil be held

today, 1 P, M.. in our sypagofue, 117
Ea!t sﬁth at. Memhers atre requesied to
attend,

Judge BAMUEI. M, KATZ, Presldent,
HARRY ETRA, Bouretnary.

MARGOLIES—Rabbl Moscs 8. The Cfficera
and Ddrectors of the Home of the Daugh-
ters of Jacoh, Joined by cur 500 sld men
and women, learn with great anrrow of
the paselng af Rabbi Morris 8. Murgolles,
“‘the pgrealeat of the gensraifon,” the
Denn of all Rabbly.

He was one of the gulding lights (n
Judnlsm and a stanch defemdler oo hig
falth. Hia hear{ was In the sanctuatry and
the joy of him life was to serve God in
it. is memory will siwayas live and be
cherished in the annaiz of our inatitution.
To the bersaved family we oxpréss
heartfelt gympathy and condolenre. Mam-
herg are requented tn pay iribute by At-
tending ssrvices at Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun, 117 East Bfith St,, today, at &
P. M. Interment Mount Carmel Cemelery.
Mras. PETER J. SCHWEITZER, Pres,
Mr. ADOLPH LOURIL, Bacretary.

MARGOLYES—Ranb] Moses 8. The Jewisnh
Center, 131 West &8th Ht., sorrowruily
announcea the death af Rabbi Moaes 8,
Margclies, Dean nf the Orthodox Habhis
of America, His leaderahip and (nfluence
in the fleld of traditional Judalam, edu-
cation gnd Jewish philanthropy during the
last fifty years mark an epoch Ln human
aarvice the egus! of which has not heen
'aﬂ[’)‘pmnched hy any Indlvidual of his time.

2 members of ihia institution join with
the Jewp the world over In mouraing the
pu!lnv% of l.hi- venerabls Aaint Ih Iaraei,

LIAM FEINBERG, President,

MABGOLIZH—The Cenira! Jewish Instltute
racords with deep sorrow the desth of
Rabbl M. E. Margollea, one of the found-
era of tha inetitute and an honorary
Dirgetor for over twenty years.

A venarabla tawer of atrength, hs up-
held the cause of progressive Jewlsh edu-
catlan. One of the great patriarchs of
our age, he wan an exemple to youth and

Htar of learning and pisty among the

118 teous of Isrdel
© COHEN, Prensident.
ALFREDE KORhFELD Becretlary,
HARGOIIZS—Rahbl Mosen 8. Board of
Dhirectors of the Uptown Talmuad Torah
records with profound surrgw the desth of
their Deloved Director, Rabbl Mukes K.
Margolien, By his death the imstilution
ahd 1he ¢ommuanity at large have suffered
a severe Inss, To the bereaved membera
of nis femily may the freat Comforter
send His dlvine consoiatlon.
BENJAMIN BROWN, Acting President.
MABGOLIES—Rabbli M. K. The Union of
Othodex Jewish Congregations of America
mourna the loso of {1 Honorary President,
goan of the American orthodox Fabbi-
nate and one of the bullders of tradl-
tlonal Judeiem in thiz country.
LLIAM WF!BS President,
RABBI MAX J. WOHLGELERNTER,
i Ezecullve DHrector.

MARNOTIES—"And thero hhz medl arices

in lsreel & prophet likes Maoea.'" Yeung@
Israe]l mournz with American Jewry iha
passing of Rabbl M. B. Maprgoles, the
beloved dean of orthodox rabbis in Amaer-
ica. A force of Inapiration to Jewish
Youth, his memary shall ever ba reveied,
National Councli of Young larmal,
JACOB 0. ZABRONSKY, President

MARGOLIES=Rabhi M. B. The Yeshiva
and Yeghiva College mourn with all Iarael
ths gaaslns of the zage, scholar and be-
laves Rabh! M. 8, argnties, wha wes
Preaident of this institutian for meany
eara, at the tima of hia passing Honorary
reeldant,
HARRY ROGGEN, Vice President.




RABBI OF THE OLD SCHOOL

by Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein

This chapter is from the unpublished
autobiography of Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein en-
titled, God Owes Me Nothing. r appears in print
here for the first time.

My grandfather Moses Zevulun Margolies was
a rabbi of the old school. This is not meant as
a pejorative description. By modern standards
such a rabbi lacks the qualities needed for a new
age and a new generation. But that is hardly the
way to appraise his true worth. A rabbi of the old
school may be deficient in secular education but
he is extremely proficient in Jewish knowledge.

He may not know who Plato and Aristotle were
but he is intimately acquainted with Rabbj Akiba
and Maimonides. He may never have studied
pastoral psychology but he is a superb pastor
nonetheless. Instinct, common sense and even-
tually experience are his methods in dealing with
people.

1 do not want to glamorize or idealize the rab-
bis of the old school. I merely desire to describe
them as I know them from personal contact with
my own grandfather and with the illustrions col-
leagues who visited him from far and near. I
recall the sainted first Chief Rabbi of Israel,
Abraham Isaac Kook. I remember Rabbi
Abraham Dov Ber Shapiro of Kavno; Reb Moshe

Mordechai Epstein of Slobodka; Reb Elchanan
‘Wasserman of Baronowitch; Reb Isser Zalman
Meltzer of Jerusalem and many others whom I
was privileged to meet and to know. They were
all rabbis of the old school.

How can they best be described? What was
their common denominator? They were first and
foremost great Talmudic giants. They were
religious jurists who knew the law, expounded
it and decided it. They were arbitrators,
counsellors and one-man Federations of Jewish
Philanthropies. Their doors were never closed;
the light of their lamps burned late into the night.
They were sensitive to a tear, moved by sorrow
and responsive to a troubled heart. They could

Rabbi Margolies at the right head of the table at the Board of the Jt—Jil‘!t Distribution Committee in November, 1914,
7




administer 2 rebuke that would reach its target
and extend a caress that could lift a wilted soul.

This, [ would submit, is a candid snapshot—a
snapshot, but not a full-length portrait—of a rabbi
of the old school.

Such a rabbi was my grandfather, under whom
1 served for thirteen years. During those years
of apprenticeship T learned from him how to be
a rabbi. He taught me more than I could learn
at the Yeshiva.

CGur formal studies together included Talmud
and Codes but informally I iearned even more
by merely observing him as he practiced the rab-
birate. In that practice he was a consummate
master.

There are four sections in the rabbinic codes,
he used o say. They are known as the Four Parts
of the Shulchan Aruch. But there is a fifth part
which many overlook—common sense. Rabbis
cannot afford to lack that. A rabbi simply must
have sechel. )

Actaally Rabbi Margolies was my wife’s grand-
father but I adopted him as my own, He was the
ormament of the family and became mine as well.
I revered and loved him and as a demonstration
of my feelings for him I established the Ramaz
School as an everlasting memorial to him.

RaMaZ was an acronym of his full name, Rabbi
Moses Zevulun, and it is by that acrorym that
he was universally known.

Rabbi Margolies was born in 185) in the small
Lithuanian city of Meretz, not far from the
reniowned cities of Kovna and Slobodka. He was
privately educated by his uncle Reb Davidl
Krosczer the Rabbi of Meretz. Subsequently he
became an assistant to Rabbi Simcha Halevi
Horowitz, the Rabbi of Kroscz.

The yichus or pedigree of my grandfather was
most distinguished. On his father's side he was
the grandson of Rabbi Abraham Margolies, chief
of the Beth Din of Telshe and of Rabbi Wolf
Alschul chief of the Beth Din of Lutzan, who
was the author of the book Sefat HaYam. In the
introduction to that book the lineage of the family
is traced to Rashi the great commentator of the
Bible and Talmud. On his mother’s side he was
the grandson of Reb Eliyahu Krosczer who was
the brother-in-law of the Gaon of Vilna*

Rabbi Margolies was ordained by his uncle and
by Rabbi Yom Tov Lippman Halpern the Rabbi

*Biographical information can be found in Who's Who
in Judaism; Ha'tor, Volumes 35,37 Jubilee Vol. of
Agudath Harabbonim of U.S. and Canada 1927; Ency.
Religious Zionism, Vol. 3. Regrettably some data are
in conflict and hard to verify.

of Bialystok. After his ordination in the year 5636
he became the dayan of his native city and the
following year he was called to the rabbinate of
Sloboda where he served for twelve years.

Irt 1889 at the age of thirty-eight he was invited
to assume the chief rabbinate of Boston. There
he established a city-wide Chevra Shas over
which he presided throughout his stay in that city,

Boston was not a happy ministry for him. True,
there were some exceedingly learned men there
with whom he could associate but it abounded
in onsavory characters as well. The slaughter
houses and the butcher shops which he had to
supervise were in the hands of difficult people
who caused him hardship and anguish. Public
scandals were not uncommon and his gentle
nature could not cope with them.

Jewish Bostonians still remember that when
his oldest danghter Ida was married the food serv-
ed at the wedding supper was poisoned and many
of the guests became ill. This dreadful act was
attributed o the butchers. The famous playwright
S.N. Behrman, a nephew of Ida, reported that
bizarre episode in his book the Worcester Accounit
in a chapter entitled “The Daughter of the
Ramaz.” It was even the theme of his play “The
Cold Wind and the Warm” which had a short run
ont Breadway.

Rabbi Margolies (Front Left Center), carrying Torah from the old Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary building
to its new home in Tannenbaum Hall at Yeshiva University. -
8




The 1929 Graduating Class of Rabbis at Yeshiva University (RIETS).
Seated in the Front Row are Rabbis Aranowitz, Leventhal, Revel,
Shkop, Margolies and Selmanowitz.

After seventeen years in Boston Rabbi
Margolies came to New York to minister to Con-
gregation Kehilath Jeshurun which had just built
a magnificent Synagogue on East 85th Street.

How did that happen? There is an interesting
story connected with it. The great Rabbi Ya'akov
David Willovsky of Slutzk known as the Ridbaz,
was on his way to Safad, Palestine, and stopped
for a short stay in America to sell his comment-

- ary on the Jerusalem Talmud. While in New York
he worshipped at Kehilath Jeshurun whose rab-
bi at the time was Mordecai M. Kaplan.

The Slutzker Rav, as he was called, heard Dr.
Kaplan preach and sensed that young Kaplan was
critical of the ideas and practices of traditional
Judaism. He warned the leaders of the congrega-
tion against “this young man” who would lead
them religiously astray. He urged them to appoint
a traditional Rav and proposed Rabbi Margolies
of Boston whom he had met during his travels
through the United States.

After the accustomed auditions and interviews
Rabbi Margolies was “called” to what was then
known, and is still referred to as, the 85th Street
Synagogue. The salary he was to receive was a
munificent six hundred dollars a year. Even for
those days such a salary was laughable but the
rebbetzin Margolies, a bright and determined

. lady insisted that her husband come to New York.
“I will scrub floors and do my own wash but I
want you in the 85th Street Synagogue”

He served as Senior Rabbi of the synagogue

- for thirty one years—from 1906 to his death in
August 1936. They were blessed years for him.
He was virtually adored by the congregants of
“yhat day most of whom were immigrant Jews from

Eastern Europe. A good many of them were
learned and a substantial number were men of
wezlth,

The so-called English speaking rabbis who
served with him were young ministers. I knew
all three of them —Mordecai M. Kaplan who was
later to found the Reconstructionist movement,
Herbert S. Goldstein who became the president
of the Union of Orthodox Congregations of
America and Elias Solomon who was at the time
president of the United Synagogue. They were
accomplished pulpiteers and because of their age
were more acceptable to the younger generation.
Yet Rabbi Margolies maintained his superior
position even against such talent.

His primary preoccupation was study. The
gemorah was always on the dining room table and
as arule it was always open. He was an early riser.
At five in the morning he was already at the
gemorah and he could pore over it for hours at
a stretch unless communal duties demanded his
attention. He would make a siywm on the com-
pletion of the whole Talmud every year on the
Yahrzeit of his mother. It meant:that he covered
fourteenpages of the Talmud every day.

I recall visiting him about a week before
Passover one year, when he was ill. He complain-
ed to me that the many duties of the pre-Passover
season kept him from his daily study routine. “So
what does God do?” “He made me sick, so that
I'would stay home and catch up” What diligence!
A man thanks God for illness to enjoy the frmge
benefit of study

:He was gifted with a sharp and crisp wit. He:
employed it not to-entertain anyone but to drive:
home a point and to help solve a problem. He.
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told me that he was once visited by Louis Mar-
shall and Jadge Otto A. Rosalsky. They wanted
him to intercede with Adolph S. Ochs the
publisher of The New York Times. It seems that
a series of articles appeared in that newspaper
unfavorable to the Jewish community of New
York. It was felt that the prestige of Rabbi
Margolies might bring some degree of retraction
of those articles. The Rabbi reacted with
characteristic wit. “Gentlemen, he said, “let me
quote Isaiah. The Ox (Ochs) knows its purchaser”

I recall another incident, The Romance of a
People conceived by the ingenious impressario
Meyer Weisgal was scheduled for its final per-
formance at the Polo Grounds in New York on
a Saturday night in late August which happened
to be the first Slichoth. The performance was to
start at eight in the evening which at that season
of the year would involve violating the Sabbath.

Weisgal came to see Rabbi Margolies in the
company of Ephraim Kaplan, a well-known or-
thodox journalist connected with the Jewish
Morning Journal, at that time a very important
Yiddish daily. They wanted the Rabbi to grant ab-
solution, as it wéte, for the “slight” Sabbath viola-
tion involved. By way of inducement Weisgal pro-
posed that after the performance which would
be past midnight the entire audience of 60,000
would recite Slichoth led by a chorus of cantors.

The Rabbi reacted immediately. “ you would
ask me to absolve 60,000 Jews from saying
Slichoth I could do that easily. But Sabbath is a
different matter”

Weisgal continued to plead. “We consulted the
great rabbis of New York. All of them advised
us to speak to you. We now come to you as the
court of last resort”

“Mr. Weisgal,” the Rabbi responded with a
twinkle in his eye, “the Rabbis misdirected you.
I would have to refer you to Moses. He was the
one who gave us the Sabbath.”

There was no argument after that. A wise and
witty observation scored an important point.

One of his rabbinic associates in the congrega-
tion was known as the “marrying and burying”
rabbi. On a Sunday it was not uncommon for him
to officiate at a wedding, a funeral and several
tombstone unveilings, all in fairly rapid succes-
sion. He was once late for an unveiling which he
was to share with Rabbi Margolies. He later
apologized by explaining that on that Sunday he
had four unveilings. With smiling eyes Rabbi
Margolies mildly rebuked his colleague in Yid-
dish: “A mensch, you know, should never goon
all four”

Rabbi Margolies became the acknowledged
head of the New York rabbinate and the actepted
Dean of the American rabbinate. Naturally theré
were many jealous of him and some challenged
his eminence. One outstanding rabbi could not
contain his envy and gave public expression to
it. Once a letter arrived from abroad and the




envelope was marked Chief Rabbi of New York,
U.8.A. The post office delivered the letter to him.
Rabbi Margolies looked at it and smilingly said
to one of his grandsons. “Can I help it if the
Postmaster appointed me as Chief Rabbi?”

In appearance he looked the part. He was
patriarchal looking. His long white beard fram-
ed a smooth and florid face. Every hair of his
beard, white before its time, lay in place. He was
extremely careful of his appearance. Frequent-
ly on Fridays when I called to accompany him
to the synagogue I could see the rebbetzin on her
knees polishing his shoes. He wore dark clothes,
a Prince Albert coat, a white shirt with hard col-
lar and a white bow tie.

In the synagogue with his falis and silver arara
he looked angelic. It was his custom to read the
Torah portion on Yom Kippur and on the first day
of Shevuoth when the Ten Commandments are
read. He also read the Megillah on Purim and
of course the Neilah service on Yom Kippur.

Whenever he performed these roles it was done

to perfection,

I remember his very last appearance on Kol
Nidre night when it was his custom to preach a
sermon in Yiddish. His text was the last Mishna
in the Tractate Yoma. “Thus did R. Elazar ben
Azariah expound . . ” Rabbi Elazar’s exposition
follows. Rabbi Akiba continues in the same
Mishna: “Blessed are you, O Israel” Faltering-
1y he said, “R. Elazar was a young man, he was
able to expound; R. Akiba was already old, he
could only pronounce a blessing. I am no longer
able to engage in a lengthy exposition.. That I
leave to my young grandson: Ican only give you
ray blessing on this holy night”

I followed him in the pulpit. My eyes were wet.
All 1 did was translate his words into English.
Many of the congregants were in tears. He never
entered the pulpit again. The following August
he died.

Rabbi Margolies was an acknowledged
authority on Jewish religions law. Rabbis from
all over the country would turn to him for opin-
ions and decisions. In his decisions he was in-
clined to be lenient, always favoring a liberal in-
terpretation of the law.

‘When he was once complimented by rabbinic
colleagues that he was fortunate in that whatever
he says people follow, he responded, “that is not
correct; what people will follow, I say.”

He was the authority who permitted using an
apartment house elevator on the Sabbath when
run by a non-Jewish operator. I as a younger rabbi
never took advantage of this permission until I
saw him one Sabbath entering the elevator
himself. I followed him into it unhesitatingly,
realizing that to do otherwise would be an act of
super-piety and perhaps religious arrogance.

In our day all kinds of legal fictions are
employed to make the use of the apartment house
elevator permissible. Halachik authorities do not

consider these ploys necessary. Some of the
foremost orthodox rabbis use the elevators
without hesitation as long as a non-Jew operates
them. We have Rabbi Margolies to thank for this

convenience.
He kosherized milk and other dairy products

for Passover use under proper supervision.
Before Passover [ would accompany him on long
trips far into the Catskills to inspect milking barns
and depots and even farm houses to make sure
that his instructions and regulations were observ-
ed. The theory for his action was bravely enun-
ciated: “The more kosher products that can be
provided, the more will kashruth be observed.”

The philosophy has changed in our day. This
is a day when the “prohibitive” rather than the
“permissive”attitude prevails, Strict interpretation
and strict decision of the law is the current policy.
1 once heard Rabbi Judah Leib Maimon of Israel
inveigh against this policy. “What is not permit-
ted,” he said, “my bobe also knew. Rabbis should
tell you what is permitted.”

I used to make out his income tax return and
as I listed his charitable deductions, I said to him:
“Grandfather, I envy you many things, your Torah
knowledge, your prestige, your pgreat
achievements, but above all, I envy your
generosity. He tarned serious for a moment and
said: ‘al pi din (according to the law) such envy
is not a violation of “Thou shalt not covet.’ Con-
tinue to envy that practice and one day God will
bless you to be even more generous than I am.”

I often wondered where he found time for the
enormous quantity of communal work that he did
because it seemed that he was perpemally st-
dying. Yet his life was so organized and his time
so perfectly apportioned that he was able to give
himself to causes and institutions of every variety.

He was a Zionist all his life and devoted time
and effort to all that pertained to Palestine. He
was the American treasurer of every important
Yeshiva in Europe and Palestine. His cor-
respondence was extensive, I found exchanges
of letters with Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, with
Reb Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky of Vilna, with the
Chofetz Chaim of Radin and with other rabbinic
“greais” of his day. His lefters were written by
hand and in excellent Hebrew. It was not until
he reached the seventies that he engaged a
secretary to help him.

‘When the Central Relief Committee came in-

to being after World War 1, he was one of its prime

founders and leaders. When some years later that
organization became part of the Joint Distribu-
tion Committee, he transferred his time and
energies to the new organization. He sat at its
councils with the giants of the American Jewish
Community — Jacob Schiff, Felix Warburg,
Cyrus Adler, Rabbi Meyer Berlin, Professor
Israel Friedlander and the like. In the offices of
the I.D.C., gracing one of the walls, is a large and
impressive painting showing the foremost
American Jewish leaders rotind a conference
10 ‘

table. Among them is Rabbi Margolies. (The pic-
tare is found in this bulletin on page 7.)

He worked with rabbis and laymen irrespec-
tive of their religious affiliation. He officiated at
wedding ceremonies with Dr. Samuel Schulman
of Temple Beth El and Dr. Nathan Krass of
Emanuel. I attended with him the funeral service
of Louis Marshall held at Temple Emanuel and
he was the cynosure of all eyes, as he the Dean
of Orthodox rabbis sat in his high yarmulke ador-
ning his white head. The spirit of separatism now
current would hardly have had him as an
adherent.

He once told me that he sat on the platform at
a Zionist meeting as Stephen Wise was deliver-
ing an address. Dr. Wise murned to him and then
to the audience and said: “Look what Zionism
can do. I can bring to the same platform a goy
like me and a sage like Rabbi Margolies”

I recall his last public appearance. It was at
Madison Square Garden, at the first rally con-
vened by the American Jewish Congress to pro-
test against the Hitler Nuremberg laws. He was
feeble at the time. Yet he could not stay away. He
had to add his voice to the collective protest of
American Jewry,

His hands trembled as he read his message but
his voicé never wavered as he stood facing the
huge audience. When he finished, twenty thou-
sand people rose to their feet in reverence and
appreciation for a beloved religious teacher of
Judaism.

I drove home with him that night. He sat in the
taxi repeating to himself the words he had spoken
at Madison Square Garden. Tears were rolling
from his eyes.

His last days on earth are difficult to forget.
They are reminiscent of the tales about the
zadikim of old in which fact and legend are sen-
tireentally intertwined to form cherished folklore.

My grandfather used to spend his summers
in Belmar, New Jersey at the Carlton Hotel. Day
after day he sat in his appointed chair in a cor-
ner of the porch, deep in study. On the Thurs-
day prior to the week of his passing he was at the
gemarah as usnal. When he finished his lesson,
he closed the gemarah and kissed it. It was a kiss
of farewell. He never returned to it.

On Saturday he was wheeled into the hotel
synagogue. He was accustomed to receive the
Shlishi aliyah at the Torah. The owner of the
hotel, Morris Goldstein, noticed that the Rabbi
locked unusually weak this morning, Solicitousty
he inquired, “Rabbi, would yon want your regular
aliyah this morning?” The Rabbi answered soft-
ly. “Today give me Ackharon!” It is the last sec-
tion of the weekly portion. The Monday follow-

ing he passed away.

This was my grandfather, a Rabbi of the old
school —my model of what a rabbi should be. His
signature appears on my Smicha. But it is also
inscribed on my heart,
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\ ‘A YOUNG RABBI OF THE QLD SCHOOL”
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